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which overpowered the most obdurate will; and the multi-
tude greeted Harrison and Perry with tears and smiles—rain
in sunshine with a heartiness that language is too poor and
barren to describe. The living had earned their title to
everlasting gratitude, and the dead had fallen as the brave
desire to fall, at the post of duty, and on the field of vie-
tory. :

Perry now procured the parole and release of Barclay,
and after arranging for his absence, started eastward on his
journey home, but his progress was everywhere obstructed
by evidences of the gratitude of his countrymen for his
great action. On Monday, the 15th of November, attended
by the faithful crew that rowed him to the Niagara, he ar-
rived in Newport by the way of the south-ferry. Here he
was received vpon his arrival in a manner alike worthy of
his neighbors and friends, and of himself.

August 23d, 1819, at the age of thirty-four, he died of
yellow fever at Port Spain in the island of Trinid:d. His

remains were brought to Newport in a government ship, and
were here interred December 4th, 1826. They were con-
ducted to their final resting place by a funeral cortege such
as up to that time had never been equalled or approximated
in this state, and up to the present time has never been
surpassed.

This is but a glance at the man, and the event to which
we are here to-day to rear this tribute of our gratitude.‘
There are other names and other figures that come up to
view in the memory and gather around the name of Perry,
of men who were efficient auxiliaries in the conflict, shared
the dangers and participated im the glory of the battle of
Lake Erie, and who are inseperably connected with that
event.



22 INAUGURATION OF THE PERRY STATUE.

Turner, Taylor, Champlin, Almy, Breese, Brownell, and
the acting fleet surgeon Parsons were from Rhode Island ;
Forest, Brook, Stevens, Hambleton, Yarnell, and others not
less distinguished were from other states; and the gallant
commander of the northwest army, and his comrades in
arms, whom Perry accompanied to the field on the 5th of
October, in the battle of the Thames, where Perry’s vietory
was made complete, and its results secured by driving the
organized forces of the enemy from upper Canada are de-

serving of our remembrance to-day.

To Your Excellency the Governor, representing the people of
Rhode Island ; To Your Honor the Mayor, representing
the people of Newport:

The Committee eharged with the duty of providing and
erecting this statue of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, has
performed the work committed to it, and through you dedi-
cate it to the people of the state, and of the city, you rep-
resent as the result of its labors. It is not for the commit-
tee to comment upon the statue which has been formed and
erected under its direction, but with great satisfaction the
artist’s finished work is submitted to the candid criticism of
all who are capable of forming an intelligent judgment upon
its merits. Take the statue for those whom you represent,
let it be kept as a cherished treasure by the people of the
state at large, and especially by the people of the ecity of
Newport. Let no vandal hand deface the monumental
bronze. Let it stand defying the wastes of time and the
power of the elements, keeping pace with history in its
march through coming ages in recalling to each succeeding
generation the man and the event which this statue is de-
signed to commemorate, ever inspiring the young to
patriotism, and solacing the aged with the reflection that a
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grateful people properly appreciate and appropriately reward
their benefactors. Let the ideal Perry shadow the passer
by, and from its high pedestal apparently cast a glance at
each beholder, which shall penetrate and permeate his mind
and heart, and possess him completely with the noble and
generous purpose and lofty soul which animated Perry on
the occasion which the artist has undertaken to represent
him.

This statue will tend not only to remind those who look
upon it of Perry and Lake Erie, but it will suggest to them
other names associated with this locality, and other events
connected with those who have gone out from this place,
such as Sir Charles Wager, first Lord of the British Ad-
miralty in the cabinet of Sir Robert Walpole; Arthur
Brown, distinguished abroad and at home alike in literature
and in law ; the two admirals Brenton, who adorned the
British navy; Edward Pelham Brenton, the philanthropist,
a post captain and the historian of that navy; Berkeley and
Channing, within whom reigned the soul of philosophy ;
Stuart and Malbone, unrivalled in their departments of art,
and other names scarcely less conspicuous in other vocations
of useful life.

The men from the central and northwestern States who
come here, will look upon this memorial creation to behold
the image of the youthful hero who so gallantly defended
their sections of the country. The men that come here
from the South and see this statue, will ask for a memorial
to be erected to the memory of Greene, whose unknown
grave is in far off Georgia, who in the revolution with mar-
velous wisdom, energy and courage, defended the people of
their section from the attacks of a ruthless foe. The New
Yorkers that come here will look for some reminder of the
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gallant men from Rhode Island, who, in early times, stood be-
tween the pioneers of New York and their French and Indian
enemies and perished in that service, in snows and frosts on
the Canada frontier. The men who come here from north-
ern New' England, as their eyes rest on this bronze will re-
call the stories of the campaigns in which Rhode Island men
bore a part in the capture of Port Royal in 1710, and
shared the perils of the disastrous campaign in the St. Law-
rence in 1711, the hardships of the expeditions of 1721 and
1745 against their enemies, in what is now Nova Scotia,
Cape Breton and New Brunswick, and the only vestige of all
of these campaigns which will be here to gladden their sight
is the two old cannon there beside the fountain, which, from
on board the Tartar, did excellent service in the fight, and
at the fall of Louisburg.

Thus it is that this statue will not only awaken an inter-
est in Perry and Lake Erie, but it will tend to remind the
observer of other men and other events, which have earned
for Rhode Island its great stake in the American union and
in our American social system, and to impress upon the peo-
ple of the State the importance of preserving unimpaired
these great behests bought with many sacrifices, and around
which cluster many glorious memories, and will enspirit

them to rival in arts and arms the deeds of their ancestors.

His Excellency Governor George Peabody Wetmore re-
plied in behalf of the State in the following pleasing re-
marks:

Mr. Chairman and Fellow Citizens :

A little more than one hundred years ago was born, and
on his birthday died, in 1819, at the early age of thirty-four,
the man, who on the 10th of September, 1813, took for his
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battle-cry a flag, on which were inscribed the dying words
of the gallant Lawrence, “Don’t give up the ship;” achieved
the battle of Lake Erie, and announced it in the memorable
words “We have met the enemy and they are ours.” He
there commanded “the first American fleet that ever in line
of battle encountered an enemy” and had the proud distinc-
tion of capturing the first British fleet that had ever been
captured “since England had a navy.”

What manner of man he was and how he lived his life,
you have learned from the eloquent and instructive address
which we have just listened to.

To-day, on the seventy-second anniversary of the battle
and sixty-six years after the death of Perry, opposite his
last residence, surrounded by representatives of his family,
of the National, State and Foreign governments, of the
Army and of the Navy of the United States and of our
Municipal authorities, we have unveiled this statue. .
In thus performing an act of tardy justice may we not help
prove that after all Republics are not altogether ungrateful
or forgetful of their heroes and that we in the very tardi-
ness of our action pay a greater tribute to approved merit.
The State, this City, and our People have erected this statue
—a monument to the worth and valiant deeds of other
times—and we commit it to the future to be reverently cared
for, us long as courage, energy, resource, generosity and hu-
manity are held in honor.

His Honor Mayor Robert S. Franklin then accepted the
trust in behalf of the city with the following well-chosen
words:

In receiving this statue, I congratulate you, Mr. Chair-
man, upon the successful completion of the labor of your
committee. As citizens of Newport we may well feel
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proud of the skill of our townsman, Mr. William G. Turner,
the designer of this beautiful work of art. I shall not
speak of the life or character of him whom it is intended
to commemorate, neither shall I refer to the particular event
that rendered his name illustrious, and placed it among the
naval heroes of the country. This you have done in elo-
quent and appropriate language. The place of location is
an eminently proper one : in this city, the home of his adop-
tion, and on this park, within sight of the house he once oc-
cupied. " In behalf of the city I accept the trust you have
now given me, assuring you that it shall be carefully guard-
ed, hoping that all who look upon this statue may ever re-
member and emulate the courage and patriotism of Oliver

Hazard Perry.

==




PoST-PRANDIAL EXERCISES.



Post-Prandial Exercises.

After the removal of the cloth the chairman called the
guests to order and announced the first regular toast :
Rhode Island, the birthplace of the American navy.

To this Governor Wetmore was called out and responded
as follows :

Myr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Perry Statue Committee:

I take this opportunity to congratulate you upon the successful con-
clusion of your labors and our State and City in being possessed of
such an admirable and spirited work of art, dedicated to the memory
of Oliver Hazard Perry, the hero of Lake Erie, in honoring whom we
have honored ourselves. Itisan additional gratification thata fellow-
townsman should have been selected for the work and thathe has proved

“himself so eminently qualified for the trust committed to his skill.

Mr. Chairman, you have just suggested that Rhode Island is the birth-
place of the American Navy and it would appear that not only is this so,
but that she has been occupied for a period of almost two centuries and
a half in warlike naval matters. To show this, it is only necessary to
take a few from the many instances that might be mentioned.

As far back as in 1641 an armed boat was fitted to cruise around this

“Island to prevent the Indians from landing.

In April 1676, at an adjourned meeting of the Assembly, a flotilla
of gunboats was ordered for the defence of the Island. It was to con-
sist of four boats, each manned by five or six men, the force to be added
to should occasion require. Arnold in his history of Rhode Island, says:
“This is the first instance in the history of the Colonies, where a naval
armament was relied upon for defence. It was the germ of a future
Rhode Island Squadron, one century later, and of an ultimate American
Navy.”
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In 1702, during the war against France and Spain, the Brigantine Grey-
hound, Captain William Wanton, of one hundred tons, mounting twelve
guns, with a crew of one hundred men and boys was commissioned as a
privateer.

The Colony ordered the sloop Tartar of one hundred and fifteen tons
to be built in 1740 for the war against Spain and in the follow-
ing year five privateers with four hundred men were fitted out by New-
port merchants. The Tartar had a most useful career of eight years un-
der different commanders and at last was ordered to be sold at public
auction. The two guns just mentioned by Mr. Sheffield as standing by
the fountain in Washington Square belonged to her.

In 1772, Whipple and others captured and then destroyed the Gaspee.

In 1775 Captain Abraham Whipple chased the ‘tender of the Rose
frigate on to Conanicut Island and captured her after a sharp fight.
For this exploit, Arnold says, ‘“To Captain Whipple is due the honor
of discharging the first gun upon the ocean, at any part of His Majesty’s
Navy in the American Revolution.”

During the session of the Assembly held in August, 1775, at East Green-
wich, it was voted that the Rhode Island delegates .in Congress be in-
structed ‘‘to use their whole influence for building, at the Continental
expense, a fleet of sufficient force for the protection of the Colonies.”
On the third of October, these instructions were laid before Congress, as-
sembled in Philadelphia, and on the twenty-second of December,Congress
passed resolutions for the organization and equipment of a fleet, and ap-
pointed a Commander-in-Chief, four captains, five first-lieutenants and _
five second-lieutenants. Esek Hopkins, the Commander-in-Chief, two
of the four Captains, three of the five first-lieutenants,and four of the five
second-lieutenants were Rhode Islanders. The rank of Commander-in-
Chief was intended to be the equivalent in the Navy, of that held by
Washington in the Army, and Hopkins was the only man in the United
States who ever bore the title of Admiral until our late Civil War.

No wonder then, that Rhode Island puts in a full claim for the Navy of
our country and like the hen, has gathered under her wings the Torpedo
School, the Training School for naval apprentices and the Naval War
College, and stands ready in the future, should more of the same sort

come along, to extend her wings again, and gather them in.
At the conclusion of the Governor’s remarks, the second
regular toast was announced :

The navy, a bulwark of our national honor, the defence of our sea-
coast at home and of our commerce abroad.
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The chairman stated that it was expected that Secretary
Whitney would have been present to respond to this toast,
but as they were honored by the presence of an ex-Secretary
of the Navy who had many titles to the gratitude of the
American people, in the absence of the present Secretary of
the Navy he called upon the Honorable George Bancroft,
who responded :

The city of Newport has received me as one of its inhabitants, and in
consequence I am a citizen of Rhode Island. As such I join with you in
the acts of to-day; and I ask the question whether we raise a statue to
Oliver Hazard Perry because he was born on the soil of Rhode Island,
chose Newport for his home, and so is identified with this city, and this
State, or whether his deeds had a memorable influence on the history of
his country and of the world ?

Perry was full of the qualities that win affection. He was open-heart-
ed and generous, ever finding happiness in doing good to others, and
ready to give up his life in the public service. His memory is therefore
specially dear to his fellow-townsmen and to his State. But it is not
their partiality that devotes this day to the culture of his memaory.

When the great statesmen of America framed our constitution and the
citizens of the States one after another had accepted it, the new people,
child as it were of a day, organized itself and took its place by the side
of empires and kingdoms and States that had existed for a thousand
years. The old world laughed in scorn at the thought that a Republic,
continental in its extent, could endure. The constitution was a wonder-
ful result of concentrated wisdom; yet even those who made it hardly
dared believe that it would be equal to the public demands. The con-
dition of every seed as it first germinates is feeble, and it is long ex-
posed to ruin from every side. How could the territory from the Mis-
sissippi to the Ocean, strike its first root in safety ® How could it grow
except through long years of effort and struggle ? Must it not be like
the forest trees which requires centuries to spread widely its roots and
its branches ? ‘

But Washington was there, and the country called the wisest men of
the land to the two branches of the Legislature, and he made himself
strong in the great ability of his advisors. The country was bankrupt.
Hamilton, as has well been said, like Moses in the wilderness, struck
the rock and the waters gushed forth in such abundance that the credit
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of the United States was soon superior to that of any government in the ‘
civilized world, not excepting that of Great Britain.

The confederation knew nothing of a Supreme Court. A law framed
by Oliver Ellsworth called it into being and prescribed its orbit; Wash-
ington promptly selected its members, and forthwith justice was admin-
istered from end to end of the boundless Republic. An army was called
into existence; so, too, a navy, with officers selected from men whom
our commerce had trained for the sea. As to the foreign relations of
the country, one government after another did indeed accept our friend-
ship and seek a share in our commerce; but it was not easy to reconcile
the new commonwealth with the Bourbons nor with the Republic of
France, and England was ruled by statesmen who had no prophetic eye
and who rated the wealth, the glory, and the power of their country as
of more worth than justice and the law of nations.

It is to the honor of John Adams, that, in his administration, strife
with France was quieted by his own wise forbearance and personal reso-
lution. But England was more stubbornly unreasonable and not only
searched our vessels on the high seas for the property of those with
whom she did not choose to be at peace, but any British-man-of-war,
wherever she encountered at sea one of our beautiful ships, manned ina
great part by the sons of New England Freeholders, would send a young
lieutenant or midshipman to climb its deck, and press into the British
gervice such Americansas he should see fit to call British citizens. Eng-
land wronged us in our ships on which our flag gave no protection
against violence. It was right that England should be met alike on the
ocean and on our own Mediterranean seas. To do this great work the
youthful Perry, in the winter of 1813, repaired to the shores of Lake
Erie, from the trees of the forest built a squadron, lifted his fleet over
the bar of the harbor, hunted on the Lake for his adversary, brought the
British squadron to battle, and after a sgries of incidents, that fixed on
him the eyes of the two fleets, on the tenth of September he made the
masterly movement which enabled him before the sun could go down to
write, “We have met the enemy and they are ours.” Perry’s victory
had its share in turning a scornful enemy into a thoughtful lover of
peace with the United States. It was one of the noblest acts of that
war which Edward Everett used to call our second war of indepen-

dence.

This is the reason why the victory of Perry claims tobe remembered in
the annals of mankind. We shall repeat the story to our children, and a
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thousand years hence those who come after us will recall the event
which we this day commemorate.

But let us not close without expressing joy that to-day the two great
nations whose mother-tongue is the English, are happily bound together
in amity as well as by language, and they show to the world the marvel-
ous spectacle of an open line of boundary between the possessions of the
old monarchy and the new Republic longer than from the waters of the
harbor of New York to those of Liverpool, yet safe under the guardian-
ship of reason and peace. Such is for our time the fruit of the memo-
rable deeds of our patriot heroes. In their foremost rank a place be-
longs to the name of Oliver Hazard Perry.

The presence and the remarks of Mr. Bancroft were re-
ceived by the audience in a manner which could not be oth-
erwise than gratifying to him. The third regular toast was
announced at the conclusion of Mr. Bancroft’s speech to be :

The City of Newport—A gem set in a silver sea. It has always
taken pride in its surrounding element.

Responded to by the Hon. Robert S. Franklin, Mayor:

Mr. President—In responding to this toast I could use no more fitting
words than those embodied “in it. True, we have more than ordinary
attractions, and we take a just pride in them. Not alone do we appre-
ciate them, but the constantly increasing body of summer residents and
the presence of such gentlemen as the last speaker, also attests its pop-
ularity as a summer resort. For the features that make it so popu-
lar we are proud, but to no such degree as we are with the deeds of her
sons, with the accounts of which history is replete. To-day we have
met to honor her sons. May the future be far distant when Newport
forgets her duty in this respect.

The fourth toast was introduced with a preamble :

The Admiralty now takes jurisdiction of the inland waters. Its jus-
tice is an inspiration to Jack Tar since Wager first decreed the common
sailor should share in prize money. It is also an inspiration tothe sailox
that this court is his guardian and will see that he has his rights:

This was replied to by Mr. Justice Blatchford of the Uni-
ted States Supreme Court, who said :

The sentiment to which I have been invited to respond is, the in-
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spiration which the sailor receives from the assurance that the
Admiralty will protect him in his rights. We are assembled to
celebrate the victories in war of the hero son of Rhode Island.
Butb peace hath its victoriesno less renowned than war. The juris-
diction of the Admiralty is deeply imbedded in the Constitution of the
United States—that wonderful instrument, the product of the prescient
wisdom of the great men of their time, in this as in many other respects.
They had seen the unhappy contest in England between the Court of Ad-
miralty and other jurisdictions, and, recognizing the great usefulness of
the Admiralty jurisdiction, as exercised by the Courts of the Continent of
Europe, they gave to the Federal Courts the broadest admiralty and
maritime jurisdiction, as administered by the Continental Courts. Such
is the interpretation put on the Constitutional provision by the Supreme
Court of the United States. That jurisdiction is beneficent—exercised
for good endsand by convenient and prompt methods. As was well said
by that distinguished lawyer and judge, Chief Justice Taney, in a judi-
cial opinion: “I can see no ground for jealousy or enmity to the Admi-
ralty jurisdiction. It has in it no one quality inconsistent with or unfa-
vorable to free institutions. The simplicity and celerity of its proceed-
ings make a jurisdiction of that kind a necessity in every just and en-
lightened commercial nation. The delays unavoidably incident to a
court of common law, from its rulesand modes of proceeding, are equiv-
alent to a denial of justice where the rights of seamen, or maritime con-
tracts or torts, are concerned, and seafaring men the witnesses to prove
them; and the public confidence is conclusively proved by the well-
known fact, that in the great majority of cases where there is a choice of
jurisdicﬁons, the party seeks his remedy in the Court of Admiralty in
preference to a court of common law of the State, however eminent and
distinguished the State tribunals may be.”

The spirit of these words of Chief Justice Taney is that embodied in
the sentiment to which I am responding. The Courts of Admiralty are
especially careful of the rights of seamen, and, by the exercise of their
power of siezing his vessel and holding it to respond to him, they are
able effectually to secure to him his right to his eainings. In the sen-
tentious language of the Admiralty, the seaman’s right to his wages ad-
heres to the last plank of his vessel. Thus it is that while the seaman is
necessarily subjected to strict and, in a sense, absolute and autocratic
rule, he fecls the ever-present assurance, that the Admiralty, by prompt
and efficient methods, will secure to him his wages and his right to re-

dress for unwarranted wrongs suffered at the hands of his superior offi-



